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The Benedictine Health Foundation is pleased to announce the appointment of JoAnne Kerbert Parisian
to the Foundation’s Board of Directors.

JoAnne has served as an Accountant for HITS, Inc. at its headquarters in Saugerties since 
2003.  HITS, Inc. is a special events management company primarily focused on producing 
hunter/jumper horse shows. HITS produced its first horse show circuit in Gainesville,
Florida in 1982. Since that time, HITS has grown into a nationwide company with world-
class hunter-jumper circuits in California, Florida, Arizona, New York, and Virginia.  

JoAnne’s community involvement includes service on the United Way of Ulster County 
Board of Directors and the Junior Achievement Mid-Hudson Advisory Committee (Ulster). 
She is a founding member of HOPE’s Fund and served on its inaugural Leadership Council. 

JoAnne is a member of the New York State Trooper Foundation’s Survivor Program, the Ulster County 
Regional Chamber of Commerce and is a graduate of the Chamber’s Ulster Leadership Development
 Institute (ULDI). JoAnne was honored by the YWCA of Ulster County at its 2008 Tribute to Women as 
Community Volunteer of the Year.

JoAnne is a graduate of Krissler Business Institute, with additional coursework at Columbia-Greene 
Community College, Ulster County Community College and SUNY Empire State College.

A life-long resident of Saugerties, JoAnne is married to Terry Parisian and they are the parents of two sons, 
Robert and Daniel.

Welcome New Board Member

Benedictine Health Foundation
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Winter’s Eve Gala
Friday, December 14, 2012

Mohonk Mountain House, New Paltz

Sample, Sip & Savor
4th Annual Sample, Sip & Savor

Friday, March 22, 2013
Scott Dutton Associates (Architect)

15 Canfield Street, Kingston

For information on all Foundation events, 
please visit us at:

www.hahv.org/benedictinehealthfoundation, 
or call (845) 334-3017
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Health Foundation
Board of Directors

Hudson Valley women will soon have access to more 
comprehensive breast health services, thanks to a gift from 
Capital District Physicians’ Health Plan (CDPHP®). The 
funding was recently awarded to the Benedictine Health 
Foundation to benefit the Fern Feldman Anolick Center 
for Breast Health, at Benedictine Hospital, a member of 
HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley. The funds will be used 
to purchase new Breast Patient Navigator software and sup-
port outreach tools.  

Mary Martin, Certified Breast Patient Navigator for 
HealthAlliance, works closely with breast cancer patients 
to ensure their needs are met from their initial abnormal 
imaging through biopsy, diagnosis, treatment, and 
survivorship of breast malignancies. Mary helps eliminate 
barriers that may prevent patients from following through 
with treatment such as fear or anxiety, financial constraints, 
cultural differences, family circumstances or limited knowl-
edge of the healthcare system.  

The new software, funded by CDPHP, will offer the treatment 
team an effective patient tracking database.  The software 
alerts the Breast Patient Navigator when a patient is due for 
imaging or treatment. The navigator can then contact the 
physician to ensure patient compliance or, if necessary, 
contact the patient to discuss possible barriers to care. This 
enhances patient outcomes, reduces mortality and lessens the 
incidence of advanced cancer.     

“We know that about one in eight women will develop breast 
cancer over the course of her lifetime,” said John D. Bennett, 
MD, President and CEO, CDPHP. “We’re proud to partner 
with Benedictine Hospital to support a program that will 
provide Hudson Valley women with more comprehensive care 
when it comes to breast health.” 

In addition to the navigation program, patients are provided 
with supportive outreach tools to make their experience more 
manageable, less stressful, and also offer clear steps to help 
patients maintain personal records, contacts and references 
from detection through treatment.  

Last year, HealthAlliance earned a Gold Seal of Approval™ 
from The Joint Commission for its Breast Cancer Care 
program. The certification was the first of its kind issued in 
the state and the sixth in the nation.

Community Excellence
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CDPHP® Awards Grant to 
Enhance Breast Navigation ProgramAs November 15, 2012 marks the 35th Anniversary of the Benedictine Health 

Foundation, we are preparing for a special celebration with many of our friends 
and supporters of this momentous occasion at our December 14th Winter’s Eve 

Gala.  In addition, this year’s Gala will pay tribute to the Benedictine Sisters and their 112 
years of service and dedication, and also to our past and present members of the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors.  

In this edition of Reflections, Sister Mary Feehan, O.S.B. and David Lundquist provide 
information and their insight on the many changes and challenges facing Benedictine 
Hospital and HealthAlliance.  As you read further, the pages within Reflections also tell a 
story that truly represents our donors’ culture of philanthropy, their beliefs, and continued 
commitment to the Benedictine Health Foundation and healthcare in our community.     

While it is often difficult for us to accept change, change can present new opportunities; 
and how we respond to those changes, will make all the difference.  The Foundation’s 
perspective at this juncture is to remain focused on our beliefs and to be supportive of 
healthcare in our community as HealthAlliance moves forward.  The Foundation will 
continue to support the presence of the Benedictine Sisters within the HealthAlliance 
system, and preserve the Mission of Benedictine Hospital.  

We recognize the importance of maintaining quality healthcare services that have been 
a part of Benedictine for many years.  It is our hope that you, our donors, will also 
continue to support our fundraising efforts and the Foundation’s 2012 Annual Appeal. 
Vital services including the Center for Breast Health, Cancer Support Services and 
Programs, the Center for Orthopedic Specialties, and the Infusion Center are still in need 
of funding for the purchase of new diagnostic and treatment technology to keep pace with 
medical advances and changes in healthcare; for patient support programs such as the 
Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund; and for renovations and improvements to 
the Mental Health unit.

As you evaluate the requests you receive for year-end charitable contributions, we ask 
that you please consider a gift to the Benedictine Health Foundation.  A postage-paid, 
return envelope has been enclosed in this issue of Reflections for your convenience.  
If you would like to make a secure online donation, please visit us at: 
www.hahv.org/benedictinehealthfoundation.

We extend our gratitude for your generosity and continued support, and wish you peace 
and prosperity throughout this holiday season and in the New Year!

Bernard A. Feeney, III
Benedictine Health Foundation
President

Message from the Foundation Board President
						      and Executive Director

Barbara Klassen
Executive Director
Benedictine Health Foundation

Ulster Savings Charitable 
Foundation Awards Grant to 
Support Breast Cancer Outreach 
Program
The Ulster Savings Charitable Foundation awarded 
a grant in the amount of $15,000 to the Benedictine 
Health Foundation to support a new initiative, the 
Breast Education and Breast Outreach Program 
(BEBOP), which was developed by the staff of the 
Fern Feldman Anolick Center for Breast Health 
and the Oncology Support Program at Benedictine 
Hospital, a member of HealthAlliance of the 
Hudson Valley.  

BEBOP addresses an urgent community need to 
connect with lower-income, uninsured and 
underinsured women in the Hudson Valley region.  
This new initiative is designed to close the gap for 
a significant segment of our region’s population 
through outreach and education, and to promote 
screening and diagnosis among minority and 
underserved women.

For many of the lower-income women targeted for 
free screening and diagnostic services (which are 
made possible by the Cancer Services Program of 
New York State’s Department of Health) significant 
barriers remain including awareness of the program 
and its scope, administrative challenges, language, 
transportation, and lack of child or elder care. 
Benedictine’s Center for Breast Health has been 
providing breast cancer screenings to eligible 
women, but the barriers noted contribute to late 
diagnosis and extremely high mortality among 
Spanish-speaking and African American women, 
and lower-income women. 

The bilingual Outreach Worker for BEBOP will 
provide educational outreach through community-
based organizations and work closely with the DOH 
Cancer Services Program. The Oncology Support 
Program will offer to BEBOP participants a range 
of free educational and wellness programs as well as 
administrative support, supervision and access to the 
Hospital’s language translation services as needed.

Approximately 1,200 people will be directly served 
each year by BEBOP outreach with both short- and 
long-term outcomes. 

Benedictine Health Foundation
105 Mary’s Avenue

Kingston, N.Y. 12401
For further information, please contact Barbara Klassen at 

(845) 334-3186 or barbara.klassen@hahv.org



The HealthAlliance transformation 
continues through an intense planning 
stage with efforts focused on completion 
of the final plan as soon as possible. The 
preliminary plan continues to be refined 
based on ongoing discussions with 
NYSDOH to insure that the plan receives        

 their support and allows HealthAlliance 
to provide the best possible services for the community. 
We continue to provide open forums to our physicians, 
employees, board members, and the community for updates 
on the planning process and to respond to questions 
and concerns. We expect to complete this phase of the 
transformation by the end of the year.    

The environment upon which HealthAlliance was built 
has changed dramatically in the last 3 years, thus making 
our transformation necessary. To summarize, we have seen 
reductions in our reimbursements, a struggling economy, 
employers dropping or decreasing healthcare coverage, and 
a shift of our outpatient procedures from the hospital to other 
outside facilities. These are some of the changes we will 
continue to face as the healthcare industry responds to the 
health reform mandates. Our response to these challenges 
will be to provide the best quality of care, easier access to 
care through Electronic Health Records, and other system 
improvements, and improved operating efficiencies at lower 
cost.

We remain committed to communicating the details to our 
donors throughout the process, which is expected to take a 
minimum of 18 months to complete. We have provided 
the latest updates on a new section of our website, 
www.hahv.org, called “Transformation Updates”, which 
also provides a summary of frequently asked questions.

Tough times like these are the ultimate test of an 
organization’s collective strength. We can let the 
uncertainty tear us apart, or we can be inspired to pull 
closer together.   Change is difficult and painful, but our 
commitment is steadfast.  

With the continued support of our donors, we will come 
through this period better and stronger to provide the 
healthcare our community deserves, and we thank you 
for your commitment to our success.    
  

Our 11th annual golf 
tournament was held on June 
25th, and once again, was a 
tremendous success!  We 
extend our thanks to Platinum 
Sponsor - Cross River 
Anesthesiologist Services and 
to all our tournament sponsors, 
golfers, and volunteers who 
by their participation and 
generosity, helped make this a 
great event raising $49,000.

Special thanks to Bill Green and the staff at Wiltwyck Golf Club for 
accommodating our golfers during a torrential downpour and thunderstorm that 
developed in the middle of the day.  They managed to safely move the players off 
the course and then back on following the storm, and provided a wonderful dinner 
that followed play. Our golfers also enjoyed beer which was donated by Keegan Ales.

It’s November!  Around us we 
see autumn waning as leaves 
fill yards and driveways, and 

rakes and leaf blowers are reunited 
with their owners.  

As a child in grade school, taught 
by the Benedictine Sisters, we 
wrote across the top of our 

loose-leaf paper, U.I.O.G.D.  The Latin initials of 
words which mean, “That in all things God may be 
glorified.”  Even raking leaves gives praise to God as 
it is a task about loving service and stewardship.

November also ushers in our National feast, 
Thanksgiving… a beautiful day of gratitude and a 
time to pause and offer praise to the God we know 
for the year’s blessings.  This year, for those of us 
unscathed by Hurricane Sandy, gratitude abounds.  
For those who now suffer through the devastation 
caused by “Sandy,” a new gratitude for life and the 
kindness of others will come.

You who are dear friends of Benedictine, and we who 
are staff, are all called during this challenging time to 
have grateful hearts for our Catholic Hospital’s health 
ministry which has served our community for 112 
years (December 4, 1901).  Each day that we open 
our doors as Benedictine Hospital, let us be positive 
and grateful for all who are and all who have been 
Benedictine. Without your generosity and sleeves 
rolled up participation in the growing of Benedictine, 
ours would be a very different history.

So if we should come to this “Mary’s Avenue 
Campus” with a new name and new mission, let 
us recall scripture’s, “There is a time for everything 
under the heavens”, and let us be grateful for and 
supportive of the continuing excellent health care 
right here at home.   

Message from the 
Chairperson

Message from the 
President & CEO

Sister Mary Feehan, O.S.B.

David W. Lundquist
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Dr. Riolin Andrade, John Dempsey, David Gill and Ted Christianson

Presenting Sponsor
Cross River Anesthesiologist 

Services, P.C.

Dinner Sponsor
Mobile Life Support Services, Inc.

Lunch Sponsors
CDPHP

Clifton, Budd & DeMaria, LLP
Gillette Creamery

Rose & Kiernan, Inc.

Cart Sponsors
Epstein Becker & Green, PC

Hudson Valley Oncology

Driving Range Sponsors
The Law Offices of Thomas K. Petro

Gillette Creamery

Hole-In-One Sponsors
American Printing & Office Supplies
Collection Bureau of Hudson Valley

Rondout Savings Bank
The Reis Group

Signage Sponsor
Timely Signs of Kingston

Richard L. Petro Memorial Golf Tournament – 
Presented by Cross River Anesthesiologist Services

Robert J. Ryan, Jr., Bob Nanz, and Rich Gillette

1st Place Team

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  C a s u a l  E v e n i n g  o f  F i n e  H o r s  d ’o e u v r e s  a n d  S p i r i t s , 

S m o o t h  J a z z ,  a n d  G o o d  Fr i e n d s !
4th Annual Sample, Sip & Savor

Friday, March 22, 2013
Scott Dutton Associates (Architect)

15 Canfield Street, Kingston

Benedictine Health Foundation’s

A delicious evening for a very good cause! 

All proceeds to benefit:
The Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund 

and the Oncology Support Program
at Benedictine Hospital &S     ip 

Savor
ample

Friday, March 16, 2012
®
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The Foundation was pleased to honor Robert J. Ryan, Jr. and 
his family at the 24th Annual Sister Mary Charles Donor 
Reception.  The Foundation was joined by over 100 guests to 
pay tribute to the Ryan’s at the beautiful Onteora Mountain 
House. 

Bob was born on August 23, 1962 at Benedictine Hospital, the 
third child of Robert J. Ryan and Elizabeth Dwyer Ryan. His 
siblings, Elizabeth Swartz, Patricia Ryan, and Dennis Ryan 
were also were born at Benedictine Hospital, as were both of 
his parents. 

The Ryan 
relationship with 
Benedictine Hospital 
and the Benedictine 
Sisters was 
established many 
years ago.  Bob’s 
grandmother, 
Alice Matthews 
Ryan-Gannon, was 
a member of the 

Benedictine Nursing Class of 1920.  She went on to work at 
Benedictine as a nurse for many years and later volunteered 
for the Ladies Auxiliary, serving as its President. Bob’s other 
grandmother, Mary Falvey Dwyer, also served as President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary in the 1920’s.  
 
Bob is the nephew of the late Rosemary Dwyer Gruner, whom 
the Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund is named after.  
He is also the nephew of the late William J. Ryan, who served 
on the Board of Benedictine Hospital for many years, and the 

L. to R.:  Ryan Family:  Micaela, Cian, Robert Jr., Amy, Bobby III and Cailin Ryan

Robert J. Ryan, Jr. & Family - 
2012 Sister Mary Charles Award Recipients

L. to R.:  John Crews, Amy and Robert Jr., 
Carol Crews, Corky and Sally Wylde

cousin of Kevin and Michael Ryan, who currently serve 
on the Boards of HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley 
and Benedictine Hospital respectively. Bob is married to 
Amy Parmenter, and they are the proud parents of four 
children, Cailin, Micaela, Bobby III, and Cian.  

While the Ryan relationship with Benedictine Hospital 
has an extensive history, it became extremely personal 
for Bob after his father suffered a stroke in 1994. During 
the 12 years that followed as his father struggled with 
his post stroke recovery, numerous setbacks, and 
complications from the stroke, Bob witnessed firsthand 
the extraordinary care and love his father received at 
Benedictine. As a result of this, the ties between the 
Ryan Family and Benedictine became even stronger. 

In 2006, the Robert J. Ryan Fund was established 
at Benedictine Hospital to memorialize Bob’s 
father. It is designed to annually recognize an 
outstanding employee of Benedictine who delivers 
compassionate care with a sense of humor. The 
honoree is presented with a monetary award at an 
employee awards reception.

Bob has served on the Benedictine Health Foundation 
since 2009, and is currently serving on the Board’s 
Finance Committee. He is very proud of his family’s 
long history and strong dedication to Benedictine 
Hospital, and is honored to serve alongside so many 
dedicated volunteers striving to continue the 
Benedictine Mission…

 “Care of the sick must rank above and before all else 
so that they may truly be served as Christ.” 			 
			                - Rule of St. Benedict

L. to R.  Anita Williams Peck, Al and Nan Gruner, 
Robert Jr., and Liz Ryan

  Winter’s Eve
So far, 2012 has been another productive year for the Benedictine 
Auxiliary. Our successful fundraising events and the continued profits 
from the gift shop will enable us to pay off our commitment of $100,000 
to the Mental Health Unit ahead of time - an amazing experience in a 
challenging financial climate!

I find it important to pause a moment here to acknowledge the loss 
of some of our long-time Auxilians. We were saddened to lose Ellie 
Aycock, Flo Beichert, Marie Cooney, Catherine Cranston, Nan Fuller, 
and Sissy Schiff. We are very grateful for their years of dedication and 
service in supporting the Auxiliary.

March was our annual Green Carnation sale, and it was, once again, 
a very successful event chaired by Teri Reynolds. Our annual Spring 
Luncheon and Fashion show was held in late 
May. We enjoyed lunch at Wiltwyck while 
viewing spring and summer fashions from 
Coldwater Creek. Traditionally, the honorary 
Auxilian of the year is announced at this 
luncheon; and this year, the honor belongs to 
Joan Mitsner. Joan is a long-time member of 
the Auxiliary, and also serves as our treasurer, 
which is a big job that she does extremely 
well. The formal presentation of this honor 
was done in September at the Victorian Tea as 
Joan was not able to be at the Spring luncheon.

During the summer, the Auxiliary sponsored two free ice cream socials. 
The ice cream was donated by Gillette Creamery, and the home baked 
goods were supplied by members of our Auxiliary. Kudos to Darlene 
Villanueva for coordinating these two events, and the warm and 
enthusiastic response of Hospital employees was heartwarming and 
created a camaraderie that we were hoping to achieve. Many thanks to 
Tim Celuch and the Food Service staff who were instrumental in the 
success of these two events. We couldn’t have done it without you.

September and fall were here before we knew it and it was time for the 
Victorian Tea. The afternoon was enjoyable with good food and great 
company. It was nice to see so many ladies show up wearing hats, and 
of course, prizes were awarded to the three best.  Loretta Landsman was 
chair of this event as well as for the Spring Luncheon. Unfortunately, she 
was not able to be present at the Tea, but we were reminded of her in the 
beautiful centerpieces she created.  She always does a great job - thank 
you, Loretta!

I know that we are all aware that change is inevitable. I also know that 
we, Benedictine Auxilians, are a strong group; and that as we move 
forward into the future, we will do so with grace and dignity. Thanks 
to Sister Mary Feehan, Sister Dorothy Huggard, the Auxiliary Board, 
fellow Auxilians, volunteers, the Benedictine Health Foundation, and 
HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley for your generosity of time, 
knowledge, and support which are instrumental in helping us achieve 
our goals. I look forward to seeing you all at an upcoming event.

                                                                             Sincerely,
				              Nancy Meagher, President

Benedictine Hospital Auxiliary News

Margaret Boylan, Darlene 
Villanueva, Elaine Macenka

Circa 1940’s: Sister Mary Charles as nursing instructor

March 1974: (Sisters standing l. to r.) Mary Charles, 
Theresa Paul, Gabrielle, Marion, Marianna, Paul Marie. 

(Sisters seated l. to r.) Henrietta, Adelaide, Eileen, 
Ancilla, Sharon, Callista, Cyrilla

December 2001:  (l.to r.) Sr. Gabrielle Keenen, OSB, 
Sr. Mary Feehan, OSB, Sr. Dorothy Huggard, OSB, 

and Sr. Sharon McHugh, OSB

A Tribute Continued...
Today, Sister Mary Feehan is charged with upholding 
the mission and core values of the Hospital as Vice 
President of Mission Effectiveness, and is joined by 
Sister Dorothy Huggard, Director of Pastoral Care, 
and Sister Gabrielle Keenen, Director of Quality and 
Performance Improvement.  Sister Sharon McHugh, 
who started at Benedictine Hospital as a nurse’s aide 
in 1969 and then graduated as an RN in 1971 from 
Ulster County Community College, is the current 
Prioress for the Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth NJ. 



TRIBUTE GIFTS

Gifts received April 1, 2012 – September 20, 2012

A Tribute Gift is a meaningful way to convey sympathy, memorialize a loved one, commemorate a special occasion or honor 
someone. It is also an opportune way to express gratitude to a physician, nurse or hospital staff member who has made a special 
impact in your life. A note is sent to the individual being honored – or the family of those memorialized – informing them of the gift. 
The amount of the gift is kept confidential, and tribute gifts are entirely tax deductible.  

In Honor of…
John H. and Terri Dwyer
R. Abel Garraghan
Gwen Harding-Peets 
JoAnn Ryan
Robert J. Ryan, Jr.
Sister Kathleen Sharkey, O.S.B.
Susan Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Zaccheo

In Memory of…
      Beatrice Arsenault
      Abraham “Apo” Balantzian
      Florence Beichert
      Marie Cooney
      Lucille Cooper
      Rita Dahlgren
      Sylvia D’Arcangelo
      Bernard Dargie
      Elizabeth Davies
      Norwood (Randy) Depuy

      Doris Ehrhart
      Christine Fitchett
      Ann F. Fuller
      Corrine Geltman
      Jeanne Greene
      Walter H. Harder
      Ora Mae Harding
      Elizabeth Holland-Kern
      Peter Larose
      Robert Madsen

      Stephen Nagy
      Peggy O’Malley
      Gary Melamed
      Margaret “Marree” Paulson
      Sister Eileen Pavlitschko
      Joan Sleight
      Bruno P. Strini
      Carol Bates Thom
      Phyllis Wolff
      Robert F. Woodward

A tribute to Sister Eileen Pavlitschko, 
who passed away quietly on July 25, 2012.  

Sister Eileen earned a baccalaureate from Seton Hall University, and 
went on to teaching elementary school in New Jersey before coming to 
Benedictine Hospital in 1970.  She began her career with Benedictine as 
a nurse’s aide while attending Ulster County Community College.  She 
then earned a degree in nursing in 1972, and began working as a graduate 
nurse in July and then as a registered nurse in November of 1972.   

Pediatrics was Sister’s forte; she was a natural with the children in 
Benedictine’s booming Pediatric Unit.  She completed management 
training, and became Head Nurse of Benedictine’s Pediatric Unit in 
December of 1974, a position she held for 11 years.  Sister Eileen also 
led the charge to initiate a Pediatric Family Participation Program.

1976 was a year of change for Sister with a new wing planned at Benedictine that included Pediatrics moving to a newly 
renovated unit in the south wing.  On August 25, 1976, there was a grand opening to celebrate the new Unit and the spacious 
playroom for the children that included many toys to augment their recovery.   As time passed, there were more changes in 
healthcare, which ultimately resulted in less need for hospitalization of children.  Eventually this unit closed and pediatric 
patients were moved to the Spellman floor.

Sister Eileen went on to further her education in medical records coding.  She worked in the Hospital’s Medical Records 
Department from March 1986 until March 1990, and then accepted a position in the Quality Department as a Quality Nurse 
Analyst.   She held that position until her sudden passing this year.  Sister assumed many responsibilities in the Quality 
Department including the oversight of all the data that had to be captured and tracked for incidents, NYPORTS, Physician 
Quality review, and patient complaints.  Sister took all her responsibilities very seriously, but maintaining the integrity of the 
data for the Hospital was of the utmost importance to her.

In addition to her wonderful and fulfilling time spent at Benedictine Hospital, Sister Eileen enjoyed many beautiful years 
camping with friends, and it was the perfect way for her to get back to nature and the peace of what God created for her 
and her friends.  The memories of shared times with Sister Eileen are precious and will never be forgotten. Sister had many 
qualities that were appreciated, and so important to her position and to her friends, such as her love of nature and children, 
and the peace that comes with the simple things in life. Sister Eileen is certainly missed, but she has left behind a great
legacy. 

Gala  Winter’s Eve
So far, 2012 has been another productive year for the Benedictine 
Auxiliary. Our successful fundraising events and the continued profits 
from the gift shop will enable us to pay off our commitment of $100,000 
to the Mental Health Unit ahead of time - an amazing experience in a 
challenging financial climate!

I find it important to pause a moment here to acknowledge the loss 
of some of our long-time Auxilians. We were saddened to lose Ellie 
Aycock, Flo Beichert, Marie Cooney, Catherine Cranston, Nan Fuller, 
and Sissy Schiff. We are very grateful for their years of dedication and 
service in supporting the Auxiliary.

March was our annual Green Carnation sale, and it was, once again, 
a very successful event chaired by Teri Reynolds. Our annual Spring 
Luncheon and Fashion show was held in late 
May. We enjoyed lunch at Wiltwyck while 
viewing spring and summer fashions from 
Coldwater Creek. Traditionally, the honorary 
Auxilian of the year is announced at this 
luncheon; and this year, the honor belongs to 
Joan Mitsner. Joan is a long-time member of 
the Auxiliary, and also serves as our treasurer, 
which is a big job that she does extremely 
well. The formal presentation of this honor 
was done in September at the Victorian Tea as 
Joan was not able to be at the Spring luncheon.

During the summer, the Auxiliary sponsored two free ice cream socials. 
The ice cream was donated by Gillette Creamery, and the home baked 
goods were supplied by members of our Auxiliary. Kudos to Darlene 
Villanueva for coordinating these two events, and the warm and 
enthusiastic response of Hospital employees was heartwarming and 
created a camaraderie that we were hoping to achieve. Many thanks to 
Tim Celuch and the Food Service staff who were instrumental in the 
success of these two events. We couldn’t have done it without you.

September and fall were here before we knew it and it was time for the 
Victorian Tea. The afternoon was enjoyable with good food and great 
company. It was nice to see so many ladies show up wearing hats, and 
of course, prizes were awarded to the three best.  Loretta Landsman was 
chair of this event as well as for the Spring Luncheon. Unfortunately, she 
was not able to be present at the Tea, but we were reminded of her in the 
beautiful centerpieces she created.  She always does a great job - thank 
you, Loretta!

I know that we are all aware that change is inevitable. I also know that 
we, Benedictine Auxilians, are a strong group; and that as we move 
forward into the future, we will do so with grace and dignity. Thanks 
to Sister Mary Feehan, Sister Dorothy Huggard, the Auxiliary Board, 
fellow Auxilians, volunteers, the Benedictine Health Foundation, and 
HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley for your generosity of time, 
knowledge, and support which are instrumental in helping us achieve 
our goals. I look forward to seeing you all at an upcoming event.

                                                                             Sincerely,
				              Nancy Meagher, President

The Benedictine Health Foundation will celebrate its 
35th Anniversary and honor the work and dedication of 
the Benedictine Sisters and the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors at this year’s Winter’s Eve Gala. The 
celebration will take place on Friday, December 14 at 
the Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz.

The Benedictine Health Foundation was formed on 
October 13, 1977.  J. Ellis Briggs, Earle H. Foster, and 
William Ryan, residents of Kingston, signed the Certificate 
of Incorporation at the law office of Edward T. Feeney 
and J. Michael Bruhn in Kingston. The Certificate was then 
filed with the State of New York on November 15, 1977.
  
The first officers of the Board were Lawrence Kelder 
(President), David Gerbarg (First Vice President), J.Ellis 
Briggs (Vice President), Rosemary Feeney (Secretary), 
Anthony Vicevich (Treasurer), and Josephine Lawlis 
(Assistant Treasurer).  Today, under the direction of Sister 
Mary Feehan, O.S.B. as Chairperson, President Bernard A. 
Feeney, III; Vice President Richard H. Gillette; Treasurer 
Julie H. Krieger; Secretary Daniel J. Gruner; along with 21 
dedicated board members, the Foundation continues to grow 
and be the recipient of many gifts. 

The Foundation is grateful for the generosity of the local 
community. Countless volunteers, board members, 
physicians, employees, and donors have contributed their 
time and financial resources allowing the Foundation to thrive 
for the past 35 years.  Because of their support and efforts, the 
Foundation has been able to fund many worthwhile capital 
ventures, provide nursing scholarships, purchase medical 
technology, and process over 900 applications for financial 
assistance to help cancer patients in need through the 
Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund.  

Since its inception, the Foundation has been the recipient 
of over $27 million in contributions from individual 
donors, organizations, the medical community, and the 
Benedictine Hospital Auxiliary to support the work and 
mission of Benedictine Hospital.  Some of the capital 
projects that have been funded include the Century 
Campaign, Thomas A. Dee Cancer Center, Fern Feldman 
Anolick Center for Breast Health, Herbert H. & Sofia P. 
Reuner Cancer Support House, Infusion Center, Operating 
Room Suites, and renovations to the Mental Health Unit.

Reservations for this year’s Gala event are $195 per 
person. Cocktail hour begins at 6:30pm with dinner and 
presentations to follow, along with dancing to the music 
of Bill’s Toupee. For further information, please contact 
the Foundation office at (845) 334-3017.  

“Care of the sick must rank above and before all else, so 
that they may truly be served as Christ...”
                                      - Rule of Saint Benedict 36

The importance of the “Sisters” role and contributions to 
healthcare in our community for the past 112 years simply 
cannot be measured.  

Unified by our Mission, we serve as a community of care 
givers widely recognized for excellence, compassion, and 
the ability to provide a restorative experience …

On November 4, 1901, four sisters of the Order of St. Bene-
dict moved into a small red brick house at the end of West 
Chestnut Street in Kingston; and a month later, opened its 
doors to the public as a seven-bed sanitarium known as “Our 
Lady of Victory Sanitarium and Training School for Nurses 
and Domestics.” Our Lady of Victory grew to a full-fledged 
hospital of more than 100 beds with a medical staff of 38.  
In 1904, the first building was constructed on the Hospital’s 
present site; and in 1905, the Benedictine School of Nursing 
received State registration. A new wing was added in 1924 
for additional beds, a pharmacy, laboratory, and the x-ray 
and emergency departments; and the south wing and an 
addition to the north wing were built in 1952 to once again 
accommodate the increase in patients.  

In 1965, under the direction of Sister Mary Charles, the 
Hospital launched a campaign to raise $1 million to 
increase its number of beds; they reached their goal in six 
months.  On the feast of St. Benedict, March 21, 1968, the 
Spellman Pavilion opened.  Sr. Mary Charles then became 
administrator of the Hospital in 1969.  By 1974, further 
expansion was necessary for surgical, radiology and 
emergency departments, and intensive care units.  In 
addition, there was no facility in the county for patients 
who required hospitalization for psychiatric care, so a 
21-bed mental health unit was included in the plans.  Again, 
Sr. Mary Charles led the campaign and ground was broken 
for a new wing, which opened in 1979 as the appropriately 
named, Sister Mary Charles Pavilion.

The Benedictine Way is to seek God in community and 
to respond through prayer and ministry. Benedictine 
Hospital began in 1901 because the Sisters responded to a 
community in need; and under the amazing direction and 
hard work of the Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict, so 
much was accomplished in those first 80 years … and that 
was just the beginning. 

Through to the present, the Sisters continue to work and 
guide the Hospital through many changes and challenging 
times, as well as rejoice in great successes, such as with the 
opening of the Thomas A. Dee Cancer Center, the Hospice/
Palliative Care Unit, and the Center for Breast Health; and 
especially for all the patients, staff, board members, and 
visitors who were, and continue to be, touched by the 
compassionate and caring ways of the Benedictine Sisters. 

 

A Tribute to the Benedictine Sisters



The Bike for Cancer Care 
continues to grow every 
passing year!  Over 400 
riders from all areas of 
New York and Massachusetts 
participated in this year’s event 

held on September 16th at Dietz Stadium in Kingston, which 
featured a Bike Rodeo for children, a family ride throughout 
historic uptown Kingston, and 12-, 25- and 50-mile routes.  
Riders and volunteers celebrated and enjoyed the success 
of raising over $100,000 at the post ride BBQ lunch 
compliments of Hannaford Supermarkets, along with a 
variety of ice cream donated by Gillette Creamery, and 
were entertained with some Rock & Roll and R&B 
performed by Mister Kick.  

In partnership with the Benedictine Health Foundation 
and Benedictine Hospital’s Oncology Support Program, 
the Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund was 
established in 2004 to aid in the treatment, care, and 
support of cancer patients in financial need. The Fund 
provides assistance to eligible patients who are residents 
of Ulster County regardless of the facility where they 
receive treatment, and residents of neighboring Hudson 
Valley Counties who receive treatment within Ulster 
County.  Since established in 2004, the Fund has assisted 
nearly 1,000 patients by providing gift cards to purchase 
nutritious food and/or fuel cards so that patients may access 
treatment. 

The Gruner Fund is one of the very important components 
of support that is available to cancer patients in our 
community. 

9th Annual Bike for Cancer Care
Over $100,000 Raised to Benefit the

Rosemary D. Gruner Memorial Cancer Fund
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We are grateful to all our Bike for Cancer Care event 
sponsors, with special recognition to our:  

Platinum Sponsors: 
Anita Williams Peck, Cumulus Broadcasting, 
River Radiology, Hannaford Supermarkets, 

Murphy Healthcare Group, and Timely Signs of Kingston 

Gold Sponsors: 
Bruderhof, Colonial Roofing & Siding, M&T Bank, Rondout 

Savings Bank, Stewart’s Shops, and Ulster Savings Bank 

Silver Sponsors: 
Ozzie & Kathy Beichert, Empire BlueCross BlueShield, Gillette 

Creamery, Kingston Kiwanis Club, Mister Kick, Mobile Life 
Support Services, New York Communications Company, 

Orthopedic Associates of Dutchess County, Rose & Kiernan, 
Ryan & Ryan Insurance Brokers, Inc./Erie Insurance Group, 

and The Valley Group

We congratulate and extend our sincere appreciation 
to our top three team and individual fundraisers… 
Team Ozzie • YMCA Fireflies •The Rehab Riders 

Edward Hill  • Dan Potter  • Jessica Leonard

The 2012 Team Spirit Award / Peter Basil Petach 
Memorial Trophy was awarded to Martin’s Miles That 

Matter. This team of family and friends raised over $600. H E A L T H  F O U N D A T I O N
BENEDICTINE


